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Description :  Description du produitThis big (9 x12) picture book tells the favorite poem THE NIGHT 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS, written in 1822 by Clement Clarke Moore. The watercolor illustrations of Donald 

Mills evoke all the warm memories of Christmas Eve, Santa's arrival and the excitment of Christmas 
morning.
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Prsentation de l'diteurTwas the Night before Christmas by Clement Clarke MooreHow is this book unique? 
Illustrations IncludedFree Audiobook"A Visit from St. Nicholas", more commonly known as "The Night 
Before Christmas" and "'Twas the Night Before Christmas" from its first line, is a poem first published 

anonymously in 1823, and later attributed to Clement Clarke Moore, who acknowledged authorship in 1837. 
The poem, which has been called "arguably the best-known verses ever written by an American", is largely 
responsible for some of the conceptions of Santa Claus from the mid-nineteenth century to today, and has 
had a massive impact on the history of Christmas gift giving. Prior to the poem, American ideas about St. 
Nicholas and other Christmastide visitors varied considerably. It became a popular poem which was set to 
music and was recorded by many artists..comClement C. Moore's beloved poem about Santa's arrival on 

Christmas Eve has been illustrated by hundreds of artists since its first publication in 1823. Two collectors of 
antique children's books have selected a variety of these charming pictures from Arthur Rackham, Jessie 
Willcox Smith, Thomas Nast, and other renowned children's illustrators of the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries. Most of the images are from versions of the poem; a few are from antique postcards or magazines. 
Source notes for all the illustrations are included. Santa is dressed differently by each artist, but he is always 

"chubby and plump--a right jolly old elf" who brings joy to all good little girls and boys. This attractive 
edition of The Night Before Christmas will be enjoyed most by collectors of children's books or lovers of 

things Victorian. Youngsters who are already familiar with the poem will delight in comparing the different 
old-fashioned Santas and the children of long ago "nestled all snug in their beds." A charming holiday gift to 

leave under the tree on Christmas Eve for anyone who believes in the magic of Santa Claus. (Ages 5 to 
adult) --Marcie Bovetz.comWhose tiny faces are peeking out from Santa's golden sleigh? Yikes! It's two of 
Santa's elves who are Christmas Eve stowaways. Beloved illustrator Jan Brett's version of The Night Before 
Christmas lets these two mischievous elves add their rambunctious spirit to this familiar 1823 rhyming story. 

Here, Santa and his reindeer land on the snowy roof of a Victorian mansion in New England. While Santa 
delivers the toys inside, the elves and the reindeer frolic around the lawn, as a pig (earmarked for a girl 

named Jan) and a few alphabet blocks spill out of sacks into the snow. Santa swiftly reins in the mischief-
makers and "away they all flew like the down on a thistle." Brett's richly illustrated borders are lavishly 

decorated with antique toys, ornaments, and sweet treats, all surrounded with twisting golden ribbons. They 
also give us a window on the mansion's inhabitants, including the children watching Santa's departure in 

awe. A sugarplum of a Christmas story, just right for a reading before "a long winter's nap." (Click to see a 
sample spread. Illustrations 1998 by Jan Brett. Published by G.P. Putnam's Sons, a division of Penguin 

Putnam Books for Young Readers.) (Ages 3 to 6) --Marcie Bovetz 


