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Description : Description du produitGlorious entertainment, storytelling at its best, a piece of richly comic
invention...mesmerizing."-- Boston GlobeGranny Catchprice runs her family business (and her family) with
senility, cunning and a handbagful of explosives. Her daughter Cathy would rather be singing County
Western than selling cars, while Benny Catchprice, sixteen and seriously psychopathic, wants to transform a
failing auto franchise into an empire -- and himself into an angel. Out of the confrontation between the
Catchprices and their unwitting nemesis, a beautiful and very pregnant agent of the Australian Taxation
Office, Peter Carey, author of Oscar and Lucinda, creates an endlessly surprising and fearfully convincing
novel."[Carey's] work has awild, chance-taking quality that seemsto put him in harmony with the spirit of
this age. If he keeps on as he has, he will prove to be one of its finest novelists."-- Chicago Tribune
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Prsentation de |'diteurThe Catchprices may be the most spectacularly contentious family since Dostoevsky's
Karamozovs. Granny Catchprice runs her family business, and her family, with senility, cunning, and a
handbag full of explosives. Sixteen-year-old Benny dreams of transforming afailing automobile franchise
into an empire, and himself into an angel. But when a beautiful and very pregnant agent of the Australian
Taxation Office enterstheir lives, the resulting collision becomes, in Carey's hands, a masterpiece of coal-
black humour and compassionate horror.From Publishers WeeklyCarey tale about afamily of bizarre misfits
who run a scruffy auto dealership in a suburb of Sydney. Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information,
Inc.From Library Journa The Catchprices of suburban Sydney, Australiaare afamily in disarray. Their lives
are centered around an auto dealership on the verge of collapse despite their fiddling with the books. No one
but 16-year-old Benny really cares, and Benny is apsychotic living in adingy cellar to avoid his father, a
one-time child molester. Benny is determined to transform himself, via an expensive set of motivational
tapes, afancy new suit, and use of a depilatory, into the world's greatest car salesman and thus to save the
business. His vision, however, is threatened by the arrival of tax inspector Maria Takis, so he setsout in his
own warped way to induce her to drop the investigation. Thisis more than just Benny's story, however. It
concerns an entire family coming apart at the seams, plagued by its own history and the frustration of
unfulfilled dreams. Carey's greatest strength liesin his characterizations, in his ability to expose the
complexity of human experience and see the victim within the victimizer. Disturbing yet aluring, thisis
highly recommended for collections of serious fiction.- David W. Henderson, Eckerd Coall. Lib., St.
Petersburg, Fla.Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.



