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Prsentation de I'diteurA few years ago, while visiting or, rather, rummaging about Notre-Dame, the author of
this book found, in an obscure nook of one of the towers, the following word, engraved by hand upon the
wall:ANArKH. These Greek capitals, black with age, and quite deeply graven in the stone, with | know not
what signs peculiar to Gothic caligraphy imprinted upon their forms and upon their attitudes, as though with
the purpose of revealing that it had been a hand of the Middle Ages which had inscribed them there, and
especialy the fatal and melancholy meaning contained in them, struck the author deeply. He questioned
himself; he sought to divine who could have been that soul in torment which had not been willing to quit this
world without leaving this stigma of crime or unhappiness upon the brow of the ancient church. Afterwards,
the wall was whitewashed or scraped down, | know not which, and the inscription disappeared. For it isthus
that people have been in the habit of proceeding with the marvellous churches of the Middle Ages for the
last two hundred years. Mutilations come to them from every quarter, from within as well as from without.
The priest whitewashes them, the archdeacon scrapes them down; then the populace arrives and demolishes
themwww.choisirunlivre.comSujet : Autour de Notre-Dame, dansla cit mdivale de Paris, sagite une kyrielle
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de personnages trs diffrents: Quasimodo, e bossu sonneur de cloches; Gringoire, le pote; Frollo, le sinistre
archidiacre; Phoebus, le capitaine des archers du roi. Ils sont tous fascins par |1a belle bohmienne Esmralda...
Commentaire : Cette version intgrale du clbre roman de Victor Hugo est prsente dans une superbe dition,
illustre de trs beaux croquis, enrichie de nombreuses notes qui dfinissent en bas de page tous les mots
difficiles. Lelivre est en outre agrment de pages documentaires lieslavie au Moyen-Age: Notre-Dame,
Paris, la Seine, les costumes, |'alimentation, les moines, le gut...Une bonne ide de cadeau qui ravirales
grands lecteurs, sensibles aux beaux ouvrages.Revue de presseSujet : Autour de Notre-Dame, dansla cit
mdivale de Paris, sagite une kyrielle de personnages trs diffrents. Quasimodo, le bossu sonneur de cloches;
Gringoire, le pote; Frollo, le sinistre archidiacre; Phoebus, |e capitaine des archers du roi. 1ls sont tous
fascins par 1a belle bohmienne Esmralda... Commentaire : Cette version intgrale du clbre roman de Victor
Hugo est prsente dans une superbe dition, illustre de trs beaux croquis, enrichie de nombreuses notes qui
dfinissent en bas de page tous les mots difficiles. Le livre est en outre agrment de pages documentaires lies
lavie au Moyen-Age: Notre-Dame, Paris, la Seine, les costumes, |'alimentation, les moines, le gut...Une
bonne ide de cadeau qui ravirales grands lecteurs, sensibles aux beaux ouvrages. -- www.choisirunlivre.com



