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Par Jayson Williams : Loose Balls: Easy 
Money, Hard Fouls, Cheap Laughs, and 
True Love in the NBA  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Loose Balls: 
Easy Money, Hard Fouls, Cheap Laughs, and 
True Love in the NBA: 

Description :  Description du produitThe New York Post said it all: "Think Dennis Rodman played for 
laughs instead of raunch--Ball Four witha bigger ball." All-star center Jayson Williams is one of the best 

players in the NBA, probably the strongest, definitely the funniest. His irreverent take on life on and off the 
court and sidesplitting one-liners consistently land him on sportswriters' "all-interview" team and frequent 

appearances on the "Late Show with David Letterman," "The Rosie O'Donnell Show," ESPN 
"SportsCenter," and "Imus in the Morning." Jayson's column "The Basketball Diary" appeared during the 

1997-1998 season in GQ and Details, and his pro-fan stance during the lockout made him a hero to millions. 
He's the basketball star as human being--down-to-earth, honest, smart, and a naturally hilarious 
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raconteur.LOOSE BALLS is the basketball book everyone has been waiting for: the first candid report from 
a land of fragile egos, easy sex, unexpected tenderness, hand-breaking fistfights, colossal partying, bizarre 
humor, and inconceivable riches. No inspirational pieties or chest-thumping boasting, just real insider tales 
of refs, groupies, coaches, entourages, and all the other clowns and performers in the rarefied circus that is 

professional basketball.

Prsentation de l'diteurThe first candid report from a land of fragile egos, available women, unexpected 
tenderness, intramural fistfights, colossal partying, bizarre humor, inconceivable riches, and desperate 

competition, Loose Balls does for roundball what Ball Four did for hardball. From revelations about the 
meanest, softest, and smelliest players in the league, to Williamss early days as a young man with a lot of 
money and not a lot of sense, to his strong and powerful views on race, privilege, and giving back, Loose 

Balls is a basketball book unlike any other.No inspirational pieties or chest-thumping boasting hereinstead, 
Jayson Williams gives us the real insider tales of refs, groupies, coaches, entourages, and all the superstars, 

bench warmers, journeymen, clowns, and other performers in the rarefied circus that is professional 
basketball.From the Trade Paperback edition..comHere's what you probably know about Jayson Williams: as 

of 2000, he has been in the NBA for 10 years, played in one all-star game, is one of the league's best 
rebounders, and has a seven-year, $100 million contract. He also has a reputation as a loudmouth with an 

attitude problem. Here's what you probably don't know: he comes from a mixed-race family, lost two of his 
sisters to AIDS, adopted their children, and became a grandfather at 28, plus he calls his mom and dad a few 

times every day. Here's another thing you might not know about him: he's funny. Williams shows off his 
sense of humor in Loose Balls, an irreverent look at life in the NBA. His style is conversational and snappy, 
with short vignettes strung together into brief, loosely themed chapters. One chapter, "What's Young Skinny 
Can Do a 580-Degree-Double-Pump-Backward Jam but Doesn't Know How to Shoot a Jump Shot or Set a 
Back-Side Pick? Meet the Future of the NBA" is all of eight pages long. However, by the end of the book 
Williams has dished the dirt on dozens of his colleagues--who is the biggest flopper (Rodman, of course), 
who is the worst trash talker (Gary Payton), and who is the dirtiest player (not John Stockton, but his tight 

shorts are a problem: "Someone should tell the man the ABA days are over."). Williams also offers 
observations on coaches, refs, cheerleaders, and fans across the NBA--as well as events from his childhood, 
early career, and well-publicized days as a wild man. Williams's candor and charm are apparent throughout 
the book, as is his love of basketball. Hoops fans will love this book. --M. SteinFrom Publishers WeeklyThe 
$100-million star of the hapless New Jersey Nets, Williams may want to be remembered as "a good man," 

but this brash collection of anecdotes and rants shows that he can be as cruel as he is kind. For one, Williams 
is willing to speak his mind so shamelessly he makes Keyshawn Johnson look shy--yet that brazenness may 
be the book's greatest strength. His insights into talking trash and team dynamics, his often scathing portraits 
of coaches and players, his look at front-office machinations--all make for scandalous reading. (Of course, 
Williams may have to wear a throat guard and flak jacket on the court once other players read this book.) 

The book's thematic structure, showing that Williams has reformed himself from his wild early days, mixes 
up old, sometimes violent, escapades with recent good works, such as visiting sick children in hospitals.His 

accounts of the brutal prejudice he and his family encountered in South Carolina will shock many of his 
fans, while his descriptions of the intensive loyalty he feels toward his college buddies reveal a more 

appealing side of his character. In the end, readers may not like Williams, but they'll have had fun hearing 
him run at the mouth. (Mar.) Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


